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Story 81 Before Winter 
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THE WINP WAS 


GETTING А ВТ 
CHILLY. 


VERY WELL... 


IT ISN'T 
FINISHED 
УЕТ! 


TO AT LEAST 
FINISH THAT 


I PROMISED 
ALPHA THAT 
I'D MEET HER 
TODAY NEAR 


"THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
| REALL 
WANT TO 


THE Guys 


BUT WHY АТ WORK 
A LONELY KEEP TELLING 
PLACE LIKE ME WEIRD 
THIS? 


те JUST 


BOXES PILED 
UP, DON'T TRY 
LEANING AGAINST 
THE WALLS. 


THAT'S 
BESIDES, OKAY. 
IF РМ IN THE 
CAR, THE PERSON 
WE'RE WAITING 
FOR WONT 
SEE ME. 


МОРЕ. 
IT'S A SUR- 
PRISE. 


HEY LOOK! 
HE'S WAVING 
GOODBYE! 


[መ Story 10-End за 


ше ያታና WHITE 


Å И ig 
DIFFERENT! 


IT LOOKS LIKE THERE'S А GIANT 
MOCHI SITTING ON TOP OF THE HOUSE. 


THE FOOTSTEPS I HEARD LAST NIGHT 
MUST HAVE BEEN SNOW FALLING FROM 
THE ROOF. 


“22227 - SMALL RICE CAKE? 


THE BUSHES AND THICKETS 
ARE ALL COVERED IN SNOW. 


EVERYTHING SEEMS 


ING SNOW 
INTO BALLS. 
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THANK 
You! 


IT'S FAR, 
BUT YOU'RE 
AS GREAT 
AS ALWAYS, 
MARUKO! 


DO you 
ALWAYS TALK 
TOGETHER 
WITH YOUR 
CUSTOMERS? 


THEY TOLD ME 
THAT THERE WAS 
A PLACE HERE 
WHERE A ROBOT 
WAS RUNNING 
ል COFFEE 
SHOP. 


Й, 
BOOK: WIDE MAP 1 TO 10,000 SCALE - TOUGOKU AREA EDITION? 


WELL ANYWAY, 
WE'LL PROB- 
ABLY RUN INTO 
EACH OTHER 
AGAIN SOME- 
WHERE. 
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FEEL 
FREE TO 


COME 
AGAIN! 


THERE WERE A LOT 

OF THINGS | WANTED 

TO TALK TO HER 
ABOUT. 


OH WELL. 
ANOTHER TIME. 


5645 Flower of Humanity 


IT THERE. 


OH, BE 
QUIET. 
| COULDN'T 
FIND ANY- 


THING ELSE. 


ALTHOUGH 
IT DOES 
HAVE THE 
NEEDLE AND 


SPEAKERS 
IN IT. £ 


PLAYER? 


JUST A KID'S 
TOY AFTER 
ALL. 


МОРЕ SUR- 
PRISED THAT 
YOU WERE 
LISTENING TO 
THIS TAPE. 


THE 


RHYTHM 
AND THE 
MUSIC MX 
TOGETHER. 


HOW TO PUT IT... DOESN'T IT 


LIKE HAVING AN FEEL SOME- 
ITCH, AND FINALLY THING LIKE 
SCRATCHING IT. 


SO THEY 
LET YOU 


BORROW IT 
IF YOU USED 
THE WEIRD 
JACKET? 


TO TELL 
THE TRUTH, 
IT FELT LIKE IT 
WAS MEANT 
TO BE. 


"THERE IS 4 
SOUND THAT 
FLOWS WITHIN 
MY BLOOD.” 
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THAT IS WHERE 
WE CAME FROM. 


WE ARE... 


BORN OF THE ASSEMBLY 
OF THOSE EXPERIENCES 
THAT НИМАМ5 SAVOR. 


WE ARE 
HUMANITY'S CHILDREN. 


(в Story 13- End 86 


WHAT ARE 
BATHING... YOU DOING? 


SALT LEVELS 


How 
ABOUT 


WE GO 
TOGETHER? 


WHEN WE ARE 
ALL GONE... 


SOMEDAY, 
TAKE THE 
BOAT DOWN. 


ҮМ CERTAIN 
THIS ONE 
WILL MANAGE 
ALONE SOME- 
HOW. 
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SPR: PUTT PUTT 


LIGHTNING. 
LONG 


HAS IT BEEN 
SINCE I LAST 
SAW IT? 


BUT, 
JUST ONCE 
IN A WHILE 
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WE ENDED 
UP COMIN' 
AFER ALL. 


I TRIED PLANTING IT, 
AND 4 SINGLE SPROUT 2 AGO, WHILE 
APPEARED. 


OVER THE COURSE OF Å MONTH... 
IT GREW BIGGER AND BIGGER, 
ALMOST AS | WATCHED... 
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AS A RESULT, 


130 


IT ALMOST LOOKS 
> LIKE A PARABOLIC 
/ MIRROR. 


THE PAMPAS 
GRASS NEAR THE 
FLOWER CAN'T 
GET ENOUGH NU- 
TRIENTS BECAUSE 
THE SUNFLOWER 
SUCKS IT ALL 
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me 
PRETTY 


I THINK. 


1 GOT А HUGE 
PILE OF SEEDS 
FROM IT. 


IF I SHOULD 
PLANT 


ANOTHER 
ONE NEXT 
YEAR. 


I'M REALLY 
NOT SURE... 


Story t? 
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W-WHAT ARE 
YOU THINKING 


TA TELL 


Е TRUTH, 
EVEN IF YA 
LEARN HOW TO 
FLY KAMAS, YA 
BUT IT'S DON'T ALWAYS 
ALWAYS ， FIND ENOUGH 
INTERESTIN, ^ TO EAT. 
WANDERIN' 
AROUND 
WITH ል 
FISH. 


T'LL THINK 
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I FOUND 
IT IN MY 
BAG NOT 


LONG AGO. 


I THINK 
IT'S THAT 
ONE'S KID, 
ALTHOUGH 
| CAN'T TELL 


TRYIN' TA 
GET IT USED 
TO PEOPLE. 


ти. THINK 
ABOUT IT. 
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I GUESS 
IT I6 A BIT 


STRANGE. 
I'VE BEEN 

TOLD THAT 
BEFORE, 


WHEN | 


WAS А KID, 
| DIDN'T THERE WERE 
THINK THERE STILL ABOUT 
WERE ANY THREE HOUSES 
LEFT. HERE. 


HMM... 
| WONDER 
IF MY OWNER 
WAS HERE 
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BACK THEN, 
THERE WERE 
SOME WEIRD 
RUMORS ABOUT 
THE PLACE. 


IT JUST 
SURPRISED 
ME WHEN 
I CAME THIS 
TIME. 


IT LOOKS 
REALLY NICE... 
THE FEELING 
KINDA WENT... 


Y-YOU COULD 


SPEN THE 
NIGHT HERE! 
HOW ABOUT 

т? 
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I TOLD ሃል 
IT'S OKAY. 
THE PLACE 
16 NOTHIN' 
LIKE IT USED 
TO BE. 


DINNER. 


اا 
STOP BY‏ 
AGAIN NEXT‏ 
TIME "М IN‏ 
THE AREA.‏ 


АН... 
2 MUST BE 
AGAIN! SLEEPIN'. 
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lam 
Maruko! 
Tentatively, 
Uma 


But right 
now, l'm 
still a part 
time worker 
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It is my 
dream to 
become 

a painter 
like other 
people 

08 day. 


The work 
is a bit 
boring, 
and | 
cannot 


PROBLEM 
must 3 OF FINDING 
A SUCCESSOR 
escape 5 SOLVED 
quickly. 7 


